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Dear patient 

 

Important information about your GP practice  

 

I am writing to you as a patient registered with our practice Bridge View Medical 

Group at Southwick Health Centre, to update you on important information about the 

practice.   

 

Please share this with everyone in your home who uses the practice. 

 

We are committed to providing the best possible service to our patients and believe 

we can best do this by merging with Dr Weatherhead and associates, which is also 

based in Southwick Health Centre. This will ensure that General Practice services 

are available for patients in Southwick Health Centre for the long term. 

 

If the merger goes ahead, you will see no change in services as a result. 

 

 You will be able to see the same doctors and nurses you do now, and have 

access to others if you don’t have a preferred GP or nurse.   

 Opening times will remain the same 

 All clinics and support services that are currently available to both practices will 

remain the same 

 

As part of the application to merge, the practices are also proposing to increase the 

merged practice boundary so that it includes the areas of Roker, Fulwell, 

Monkwearmouth and Seaburn. 

 

This will ensure patients residing in those areas have an increased choice of practice 

 

We believe this will help to ensure that we can continue to provide high quality 

services in the future as we manage the increasing pressures on the practice.  

 

Do you have any thoughts, comments, or concerns you would like to make about this 

proposed GP merger?  

 

If so please either  

 

 follow the link https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SouthwickHealthCentre,  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SouthwickHealthCentre


 email Amanda Fair a.fair@nhs.net 

 Telephone Amanda Fair on 0191 5163940 

  Write to us at the above address 

 

Closing date for all comments is Monday 9 December.  

 

If you have questions and / or comments, or would like further information, you would 

be welcome to come and see us at a patient information drop-in session at 

Southwick Health Centre on: Tuesday 10 December - 3 - 6pm.  

 

Healthwatch Sunderland is the independent consumer champion for users of health 

and social care services. It listens to, advises and speaks up on behalf of 

consumers. If you have any concerns or would like to discuss these changes with 

Healthwatch, please call 0191 514 7145, email healthwatchsunderland@pcp.uk.net 

or go to www.healthwatchsunderland.com.   

 

We would like to reassure you that you don’t need to take any action and you 

can continue to access your GP in the normal way. 

 

The final decision on the proposed merger will be made by NHS Sunderland Clinical 

Commissioning Group in December 2019. Any feedback we receive from our 

patients will form part of the merger application and we will contact you afterwards to 

let you know the decision and next steps. 

 

If you have any queries, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact Amanda 

Fair on 0191 5163940 or by e-mail to a.fair@nhs.net   

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

The Partners of Bridge View Medical Group 

 

If you require this in another format, such as large print, easy-
read, braille, audio, or another language, please call 0191 217 

2670 or email NECSU.comms@nhs.net 
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Date     

 

Dear patient 

 

Important information about your GP practice  

 

I am writing to you as a patient registered with our practice, Dr Weatherhead and 

Associates at Southwick Health Centre, to update you on important information 

about the practice.   

 

Please share this with everyone in your home who uses the practice. 

 

We are committed to providing the best possible service to our patients and believe 

we can best do this by merging with Bridge View Medical Group, which is also based 

in Southwick Health Centre. This will ensure that General Practice services are 

available for patients in Southwick Health Centre for the long term. 

 

If the merger goes ahead, you will see no change in services as a result. 

 

 You will be able to see the same doctors and nurses you do now, and have 

access to others if you don’t have a preferred GP or nurse.   

 Opening times will remain the same 

 All clinics and support services that are currently available to both practices will 

remain the same 

 

As part of the application to merge, the practices are also proposing to increase the 

merged practice boundary so that it includes the areas of Roker, Fulwell, 

Monkwearmouth and Seaburn. 

 

This will ensure patients residing in those areas have an increased choice of practice 

 

We believe this will help to ensure that we can continue to provide high quality 

services in the future as we manage the increasing pressures on the practice.  

 

Do you have any thoughts, comments, or concerns you would like to make about this 

proposed GP merger?  

 

If so please either  

 

 follow the link https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SouthwickHealthCentre,  

 email Amanda Fair a.fair@nhs.net 

 Telephone Amanda Fair on 0191 5163940 

  Write to us at the above address 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SouthwickHealthCentre
mailto:a.fair@nhs.net


 

Closing date for all comments is Monday 9 December.  

 

If you have questions and / or comments, or would like further information, you would 

be welcome to come and see us at a patient information drop-in session at 

Southwick Health Centre on: Tuesday 10 December - 3 - 6pm.  

 

Healthwatch Sunderland is the independent consumer champion for users of health 

and social care services. It listens to, advises and speaks up on behalf of 

consumers. If you have any concerns or would like to discuss these changes with 

Healthwatch, please call 0191 514 7145, email healthwatchsunderland@pcp.uk.net 

or go to www.healthwatchsunderland.com.   

 

We would like to reassure you that you don’t need to take any action and you 

can continue to access your GP in the normal way. 

 

The final decision on the proposed merger will be made by NHS Sunderland Clinical 

Commissioning Group in December 2019. Any feedback we receive from our 

patients will form part of the merger application and we will contact you afterwards to 

let you know the decision and next steps. 

 

If you have any queries, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact Amanda 

Fair on 0191 5163940 or by e-mail to a.fair@nhs.net   

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Dr Martin Weatherhead  

 

If you require this in another format, such as large print, easy-
read, braille, audio, or another language, please call 0191 217 

2670 or email NECSU.comms@nhs.net 
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Patient information 
 

Dr Weatherhead and Associates and Bridge View Medical 

Group: proposed merger 
 

Why do Dr Weatherhead and Associates and Bridge View want to merge? 

 

The practices are constantly looking to improve patient services and want to make 

sure they continue to be delivered to a high standard into the future.  By bringing 

together the two practices, we will build a bigger, better and stronger partnership with 

more clinical and support staff available to patients.   

 

It will help our staff develop by sharing knowledge and skills as well as freeing up 

time for both the medical and administrative teams to access further training and 

development activities which will benefit our patients. 

 

It will also help financially as we will be able to share budgets and costs – again, this 

will help us to manage long term and provide patients with a better service into the 

future. 

 

What does it mean for you as our patient? 

You won’t see any negative change to the service and day-to-day running of the 

practices, and you can still see the same doctors or nurses and get all the services 

you normally use. In fact, you may see improvements, like finding it easier to get an 

appointment as there will be more clinical staff available. 

 

Opening hours will stay the same. 

 

How can I have a say in these changes? 

You can complete the survey included with this letter, or fill it out online at 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SouthwickHealthCentre. If you need any help to 

complete this survey, you can call 0191 217 2803 (this is separate from the practice). 

Please complete and return your survey by 10 December 2019. 

 

You can also email Amanda Fair a.fair@nhs.net or telephone Amanda Fair on 0191 

5163940 

 

You can also come along to a drop-in information session at Southwick Health 

Centre on Tuesday 10 December 2019 3 – 6pm 

 

 

 

Independent advice – Healthwatch Sunderland 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SouthwickHealthCentre
mailto:a.fair@nhs.net


If you have any concerns and would like to discuss these changes with an 

independent organisation, you may want to contact Healthwatch Sunderland, the 

support organisation that listens to, advises and speaks up for users of health and 

social care services. Call 0191 514 7145, email healthwatchsunderland@pcp.uk.net 

or go to www.healthwatchsunderland.com. 

 

You have choice 

While we are keen for you to stay with our practice, if for some reason you want to 

change practices you can register with any GP practice as long as you live within 

their boundary.  You can easily find a practice at www.nhs.uk or see the list of 

practices below. The practice’s website will usually contain the boundary or you can 

contact the practice to find out. 

 

Practice Name Address Telephone 

number 

Distance 
in miles from 

Southwick 

Health Centre 

Monkwearmouth Health 
Centre 

Dundas Road, Sunderland,SR6 0AB 0191 567 4293 1.3 

St Bede Medical Centre Lower Dundas Street, Sunderland,SR6 0QQ 0191 567 5335 1.4 

Forge Medical Practice The Old Forge Surgery, Pallion Park,Sunderland, SR4 
6QE 

0191 510 9393 1.8 

Redhouse Medical 
Centre 

127 Renfrew Road, Hylton Red House,Sunderland, SR5 
5PS 

0191 537 5700 1.9 

Fulwell Medical Centre Ebdon Lane, Off Dene Lane, Fulwell, Sunderland,SR6 
8DZ 

0191 548 3635 2.3 

Millfield Medical Centre 63-83 Hylton Road, Sunderland, SR4 7AF 0191 567 9179 2.3 

Wearside Medical 
Practice 

Pallion Health Centre, Hylton Road, Sunderland, SR4 
7XF 

0191 5689510 2.3 

Pallion Family Practice Pallion Health Centre, Hylton Road, Sunderland, SR4 
7XF 

0191 567 4673 2.3 

Deerness Park Medical 
Group  

Suffolk Street, Hendon, Sunderland, SR2 8AD 0191 565 8849 2.5 

Park Lane Practice 1-6 City Green, Sunderland, SR2 7BZ 0191 567 6828 2.5 

Riverview Health Centre 
(Dr Bhate and Dr El-
Shakankery) 

Borough Road, Sunderland  
SR1 2HJ 
 

0191 5673393  2.6 

Castletown Medical 
Centre 

6 The Broadway, Castletown, Sunderland,SR5 3EX 0191 549 5113 2.6 

Chester Surgery (Dr 
Elsafy) 

215 Chester Road, Sunderland 
SR4 7TU 

0191 567 3597 2.6 

Hylton Medical Group Pallion Health Centre, Hylton Road, Sunderland, SR4 
7XF 

0191 565 8598 2.7 

New City Medical Centre Tatham Street, Sunderland 
SR1 1QB 

0191 567 5571 2.8 

Ashburn Medical Centre 74-75 Toward Road, Sunderland, SR2 8JG 0191 5671035 3 

Springwell Medical 
Group 

Ald Jack Cohen Health Centre, Springwell Road, 
Sunderland, SR3 4HG 

0191 528 2727 3.6 

Broadway Medical Springwell Health Centre, Springwell Road, 0191 522 9908 4 

mailto:healthwatchsunderland@pcp.uk.net
http://www.healthwatchsunderland.com/
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Practice Sunderland, SR3 4HG 

South Hylton Surgery 2 Union Street, South Hylton, Sunderland,SR4 0LS 0191 534 1007 4.1 

Village Surgery Silksworth Health Centre, Silksworth, Sunderland, SR2 
3AN 

0191 521 2282 4.8 

Happy House Happy House, Durham Road 
Sunderland, SR3 4BY 

0191 528 2222 4.5 
 

New Silksworth Medical 
Practice  

Silksworth Terrace, Silksworth 
Sunderland, SR3 2AN 

0191 521 0252 5 

Southlands Medical 
Group 

Ryhope Health Centre, Black Road, Ryhope, 
Sunderland, SR2 0RX 

0191 521 0210 5.2 

New Washington 
Medical Group 

Victoria Road, Washington, Tyne and Wear, NE37 2PU 0191 283 1777 6.3 

The Health Centre Victoria Road, Washington, Tyne and Wear, NE37 2PU 0191 416 2578 6.3 

Concord Medical 
Practice 

The Health Centre, Victoria Road, Washington, Tyne 
and Wear, NE37 2PU 

0191 417 3557 6.3 

Galleries Medical 
Practice 

Galleries Health Centre, Washington, Tyne and 
Wear,NE38 7NQ 

0191 543 5555 6.4 

Sunderland GP Alliance Galleries Health Centre, Washington, Tyne and Wear 
NE38 7NQ 

0191 5438807 
 

6.4 

Villette Surgery  Suffolk Street, Hendon, Sunderland, SR2 8AX 0191 567 9361 6.6 

Westbourne Medical 
Group 

Westbourne Surgery, Kelso Grove, Shiney Row, 
Sunderland, DH4 4RW 

0191 385 2512 6.7 

Grangewood Surgery Chester Road, Shiney Row, 
Houghton le Spring, Sunderland, DH4 4RB 

0191 385 2898 6.8 

Herrington Medical 
Centre 

Philadelphia Lane, Houghton le Spring, Sunderland, 
DH4 4LE 

0191 584 2632 6.8 

I J Healthcare 3 Swiss Cottages, Vigo Lane, Harraton, Washington, 
Tyne and Wear, NE38 9AB 

0191 416 1641 8.2 

Kepier Medical Practice Leyburn Grove, Houghton le Spring 
Sunderland, DH4 5EQ 

0191 584 2106 8.6 

Houghton Medical 
Group 

The Health Centre, Church Street 
Houghton le Spring, Sunderland, DH4 4DN 

0191 584 2154 8.6 

Rickleton Medical 
Centre 

Office Row, Rickleton, Washington 
Tyne and Wear,NE38 9EH 

0191 415 0576 8.9 

Hetton Group Practice  Hetton Medical Centre, Francis Way 
Hetton le Hole, Sunderland, DH5 9EZ 

0191 526 1177 10 

 

Having your say in the future 

The newly merged practice will be committed to improving the services we provide to 

our patients. To do this, it is vital that we hear from patients about your experiences, 

views and ideas for making the services better. We will be looking to start a Patient 

Participation Group (PPG) in the future and further information will be available at a 

later stage as to how you can get involved. 

 

What happens next? 

NHS Sunderland Clinical Commissioning Group will review patient feedback, 

financial information and the overall business case for the merger and make a 

decision whether to approve the proposal in December 2019. If they agree that it is a 

good idea, then the process to merge the practices will begin.  



 

For more information just get in touch! 

You can contact Amanda Fair by email or telephone on the details below: 

 

 Tel - 0191 5163940 Email – a.fair@nhs.net 

mailto:a.fair@nhs.net

